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STREET, MARKET AND OPEN PUBLIC SPACES IMPLEMENTATION PROJECTS



Promoting environment-friendly livable cities in India. The 
health of the Indian population is greatly affected by the state of 
its cities.  As India tries to tackle major problems such as climate 
change, non-communicable diseases, road safey, water 
pollution, noise pollution and air pollution, ensuring cities are 
livable is critically important. 

Promoting environment-friendly livable cities in India. We want 
happy and healthy children and families in every neighborhood who 
have safe streets, free access to parks, playgrounds, open space and 
fun places to play around.





Ansari Park
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Kozhikode, formerly known as Calicut, has 11 parks, most of which 
are not providing the space and activities necessary for the local 
residents. The Ansari Literary Children’s Park is approximately 
152,000 Sq. Ft and is one of the largest green spaces in the city. It is 
a recreational space adjacent to Mananchira Square and together 
they are considered the heart of the city.
 
The Ansari Children’s Park was poorly functioning and hardly used 
by children due to lack of adequate infrastructure. In 2017, the 
Mayor of the city opened the park for children with disabilities, 
which was the first initiative of its kind by the city administration. 
However, the park did not function well for the children as there 
were no amenities and facilities that supported their recreation 
and play.
 
Through ESAF’s advocacy and expertise in redesigning parks as 
inclusive play spaces, the Corporation of Kozhikode agreed to 
redesign Ansari Literary Children’s Park into an inclusive park 
focusing on children with disabilities.



The park did not have any infrastructure for children to play.  As this was especially the case 
for children with disabilities, we focused on adding much needed inclusive play equipment to 
the park, which can be used by children with and without disabilities. The project followed a 
participatory approach by involving local residents in the initiative from the beginning.

BEFORE INTERVENTION
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Community engagement, capacity building and 
infrastructure change strategies were used to 
achieve our objectives.  
 
Activities included: 
 
1 Minecraft workshop with 43 members of the 
community participating including one child living 
with a disability, parents, youth, elected officials, 
government officials and NGO representatives.  
This provided a great opportunity to model a 
community engagement approach.  At the 
Minecraft workshop the residents used the 
program to develop the designs for the park 
improvements.  The participants focused on the 
recreational needs of children living with 
disabilities.
 
 
 

The project 
followed a 
participatory 
approach by 
involving local 
residents from the 
beginning. 
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13 meetings with approximately 550 participants 
participating including government officials, local 
leaders, local residents, architects, and the Ward 
Councillor.  The purpose of many of these meetings 
was to create an understanding among the 
community about the importance of public space, 
the need for public spaces for children living with 
disabilities and the overall project.
 
 
In total we made 12 improvements and organized 
two events for the community to participate in the 
changes to the park including a park cleanup day 
with 110 participants and a World Disability Day 
celebration with 120 participants. In total 570 hours 
of volunteer time was contributed to the project.
 
 
 
  

Minecraft was used 
to design park 
improvements. 
 
Engagement and 
great design ideas 
happened at the 
Minecraft 
Workshop.  

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 9  •  K O Z H I K O D E  |  0 7  



 
1 multi-play house
1 high backed merry -go-round
1 platform typed merry-go-round with 
wheelchair ramp
1 safe swing with two bucket seats and 1 
standard seat
1 see-saw
2 sand pits
1 special safe swing with platform
2 family swings
1 sensory wall
1 tyre tunnel
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We inaugurated the 
park with 250 
participants including 
local residents, the 
Mayor and Deputy 
Mayor, government 
officials and local 
NGOs.

I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  C h a n g e s  



Infrastructure 
Changes 
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1 SENSORY WALL

1 SAFE SWING 1 PLATFORM SWING

2 SAND PITS 1 MULTI-PLAYHOUSE



1 MERRY GO-ROUND 

WITH RAMP

1 TYRE TUNNEL2 FAMILY SWINGS

1 SEE-SAW



1 HIGH BACKED MERRY-

GO-ROUND



# of people total
# of children with disabilities
# of children under age 8
# of girl youth (9 to 18) 
# of boy youth (9 to 18)
# of women
 

Our Results
As a result of adding the play spaces, we have now 
created a fun place where children, especially those 
living with disabilities, feel comfortable and safe.  
Of particular importance, we have increased the 
number of girls and children living with disabilities 
using the space, which demonstrates that when 
their needs are taken into account they will use the 
public.
 
In addition, this project is having much larger 
impacts on the City as a whole. Over 65 meetings 
were organized with the Town Planning Committee 
Corporation of Kozhikode.  As a result of our 
advocacy, the Town Planning Committee  
 
 
 
 

 
585
5
50
240
270
20
 

  
1110
25
300
360
390
35
 

unanimously decided to construct a ramp on
Kozhikode beach for persons living with disabilities.
Government officials and elected members have 
become involved with the development of public 
spaces resulting in major decision makers of 
Kozhikode corporation attending the opening 
ceremony and calling for systematic efforts to 
ensure barrier free public spaces at Kozhikode.  
 
Finally, as a result of this project, the City 
confirmed they will renovate eight parks 
(renovation has begun in four) and one new park 
(Nhoonji park) will be added under the City’s plan 
fund (2.8 Million INR; $54,000 CAD).
 

Users of space 
per day

Before 
Intervention

After 
Intervention
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