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They help provide communities with areas of 

green space, activity, and socialization. The 

main policy documents available to city 

governments to plan parks are land use 

development documents or strategies, such as 

Parks or Open Public Spaces Master Plans. 

These can form part of a city’s overall or official 

plan or be a stand alone document.  

POLICY 
BRIEF

Open public spaces, such as parks, 

public squares, and beaches, are 

critical to everyday life. 

Master Plans must comply with all policies 

outlined in a National Urban Policy, if available, 

while providing city officials and the community 

with the detail needed to design, build and 

maintain open public spaces.   

SDG 11.7: By 2030, provide universal 

access to safe, inclusive and accessible, 

green and public spaces, in particular for 

women and children, older persons and 

persons with disabilities. 

A Parks Master Plan typically contains policies focused on:  

There are many types of parks and each different type of park serves a different need 

in the community. Park typology policies, often called Park Classification Systems, 

outline the different types of parks, their size, and their intended uses. Each city 

determines their own classification system, which usually includes at least the 

following types of parks:  

PARK TYPOLOGY 

Parks that serve the city 

These are larger destination parks that attract residents and tourists from all over the city. They are 

typically a minimum of 10 hectares in size and provide a variety of amenities and facilities for 

passive and active recreation. 

Parks that serve one or more communities 

Serve a smaller population within cities than citywide parks and act as the focal point or main 
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LOCATION
The location of parks is a crucial element to increase residents’ access to parks. 

Location policies within a Park Master Plan help cities identify current parks and 

identify those areas where new parks should be added. This helps protects the land 

for this future use. Cities should develop location policies for each type of park 

identified in the park typology. City governments should consider developing policy 

that: 

Locates at least one neighbourhood park 

located within a five minute (400 m) walk 

from all residents; 

Ensures parks are in a location that is 

accessible, usable, and functional for 

community residents;  

Considers whether parks can potentially 

be co-located with or within close 

proximity to other important community 

uses such as schools, libraries, places of 

worship, markets and community centres; 

DESIGN 

The design of parks and open spaces is important because design influences the 

activities that can occur in a park and contributes to how fun, safe, and comfortable a 

park feels for users.  A local government can develop design policies that direct the 

park design to adhere to specific characteristics. However, each neighbourhood is 

attraction for two or more neighbourhoods. They are often one to three hectares in size and have a 

variety of features.   

Parks that serve a neighbourhood 

These are parks that are intended to serve the residents of a neighbourhood within a five to ten 

minute walk (400 m to 800 m) and focus on passive recreational opportunities along with play 

spaces for children.   

Develops parks in areas with 

comfortable, even ground; 

Considers developing parks intended to 

serve the city to be located along major 

transit routes to increase accessibility; 

Ensures the streets used to access parks 

should be pedestrian- and cyclist-friendly. 

different. It is important for park design to involve residents and park users in order to ensure 

the park offers the amenities and activities residents need and want, which will help ensure 

the park’s success. Local governments should consider developing policy that:  
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MANAGEMENT 
Maintenance is crucial to the success of parks and open public spaces. Local 

governments should develop management policies that include information about: 

Ensures a wide range of residents, 

including people of different ages, 

incomes, abilities, and genders are 

involved in both the development of the 

overall city policy (such as a Master Plan) 

as well as when developing a specific 

park; 

Identifies the potential features and 

facilities parks may include, while 

allowing for flexibility for community input. 

Park feature policies should ensure parks 

are designed to improve the quality of life 

for community residents regardless of 

age, gender, ability, or income; 

Considers the types of activities that will 

occur in the different types of parks and 

include opportunities for both passive and 

active recreation;

Ensures parks are designed to be 

inclusive so that all people, including 

those with different abilities, have 

opportunities to play and socialize;

Addresses issues of aesthetics; 

Creates multiple, accessible, and 

connected entrances and pathways; 

Encourages signage, which improves 

safety and comfort; 

Ensures sufficient and appropriate 

lighting, for both safety and aesthetics; 

Identifies environmental elements that 

can help reduce the emissions that cause 

air pollution and climate change, reduce 

the heat island effect, and alleviate the 

impacts of flooding and other natural 

disasters. 

Plans to hire staff or volunteers for 

maintenance; 

Plans to maintain the park’s aesthetics 

including trees, plants, and vegetation;

Recommendations for renovations, 

including when, where, and what 

renovations should be conducted;  

Information about the park’s 

facilities and amenities, as well as 

their various uses; 

Plans to manage and collect waste. 

FUNDING POLICIES
It is important to establish a clear and adequate funding strategy as part of the 

implementation component of a Parks Master Plan. Without appropriate funding, 

designing and managing a park becomes significantly more challenging. Therefore 

funding policies should be developed to acquire funds from reliable and consistent  
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The above policies are not mutually exclusive, and local governments should, when developing 

open public space policy, consider the ways the policies can be complementary. For parks and 

open public spaces to be successful, all levels of government must establish policies and 

guidelines regarding location, design, funding, management and the environment.  

For more information, including examples of the above policies, refer to the 

HealthBridge document titled: Policies that Support Open Public Spaces: 

Global Examples  at www.healthbridge.ca/library. 
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sources. Methods that can be used by a city government for acquiring stable park funding 

include: 

Traditional City Government Funding 

Local governments allocate specific funding for parks through their municipal budget process. 

This is usually funded through a mix of municipal taxation and monetary transfers from the 

national government. 

Multi-Agency Public Sector Funding 

Local governments acquire funds from different agencies within the federal government as 

well as the non-profit and private sector. 

Taxation Initiatives 

Local governments levy specific taxes towards the development of parks. 

Planning and Development Agreements 

Local governments require developers to provide park funding or to develop parks as a 

condition of approval for their development proposal. 

Income-generating Opportunities 

This can include sponsorship, small shops, vendors, and cafes. Sponsorship does not 

necessarily have to be monetary and can include the management of a specific area or facility 

(i.e. a local park). 

Endowments 

This refers to income-generating assets, such as stocks, investments, or income-generating 

property, where the interest and income from these investments are used for community- 

focused activities such as public parks. 

Partnerships 

Local governments, local residents, and local and international organizations work together to 

develop and maintain parks. 

Voluntary and Not-for-Profit Sector Involvement 

This refers to the voluntary sector, such as local community groups, providing a source of 

labour and management of parks. 


