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They help provide communities with areas of 

green space, activity, and socialization. 

Although developing and maintaining parks 

falls within a local government’s control, 

national governments can be significant 

contributors to the park development process 

by providing city governments and communities 

with the resources and policy tools necessary 

for improving public spaces. 

A key tool national governments can use to 

support local markets is a National Urban 

Policy (NUP). National Urban Policies provide a 

POLICY 
BRIEF

Open public spaces, such as parks, 

public squares, and beaches, are 

critical to everyday life. 

vision to guide the growth and management of 

cities, which are intended to address current 

urban trends and to meet the needs of urban 

populations.  National-level policy on local 

markets will provide direction to the local level 

and outline the minimum level of standards a 

city should attain.  

SDG 11.7: By 2030, provide universal 

access to safe, inclusive and accessible, 

green and public spaces, in particular for 

women and children, older persons and 

persons with disabilities. 

NUPs should contain policies focused on: 

The location of parks is a crucial element to increase residents’ access to parks. 

There are three key areas that a national government should consider when 

developing a location policy for urban open public spaces: quantity, distance, and 

connectivity. National governments should consider developing national policy that 

directs municipalities to: 

LOCATION POLICIES

Ensure urban residents are within an 800 m walking distance of a local market; 

Plan for mixed land-uses, pedestrian-friendly urban environments, cultural conservation, and 

the development of complete communities. 
Prevent biodiversity loss, provide connection between public spaces, and ensure open public 

spaces contribute to climate adaptation. 



www.HealthBridge.ca

OPEN PUBLIC SPACES

OPEN PUBLIC SPACES A POLICY BRIEF FOR NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS | February 2018 

DESIGN POLICIES
The design of parks is important because design influences the activities that can 

occur in a park and contributes to how fun, safe, and comfortable a park feels for users. 

 National design policies should be flexible enough to allow for local input so that 

individual parks can reflect the desires of the local community. National policies should 

ensure that city governments follow certain design standards while still allowing for  

collaboration with local residents. National governments should consider developing national 

policy that directs municipalities to: 

Consider the park’s natural features and 

landscape; 

Ensure safety is a consideration in park 

design and location; 

Adhere to Universal Design Principles; 

Develop a park system that meets the 

needs of all residents, regardless of 

gender, age, and income; 

Maintain the natural landscape of the park in 

order to preserve biodiversity and local 

identity;  

Encourage active and creative play by users of 

different ages and physical abilities; 

Design parks to be areas of connectivity, to 

increase walkability, and to increase physical 

recreation; 

Actively involve the public in the design 

process.

MANAGEMENT POLICIES

National governments should develop management policies that provide direction to 

local governments as part of the National Urban Policy. National governments should 

consider developing national policy that directs municipalities to: 

Consider various safety measures; 

Develop management procedures; 

Outline the potential implications of poor 

park maintenance;   

Identify ways communities, city governments, 

and the national government can work 

collaboratively to manage parks and open 

public spaces; 

Discuss safe and fair park use education.  
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FUNDING POLICIES
National governments can support developing and maintaining parks by providing 

funds to local governments and community groups. National governments should 

consider allocating specific funds from the federal budget to support developing, 

improving, and maintaining parks. Although national governments typically transfer 

funds directly to municipalities for park development, there are other strategies for 

funding parks that can be considered:  

The above policies are not mutually exclusive, and national governments should, when 

developing open public space policy, consider the ways the policies can be complementary. For 

parks and open public spaces to be successful, all levels of government must establish policies 

and guidelines regarding location, design, funding, management and the environment.  

For more information, including examples of the above policies, refer to the 

HealthBridge document titled: Policies that Support Open Public Spaces: 

Global Examples  at www.healthbridge.ca/library. 
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Funding for Areas of Special Priority 

This refers to designating specific funds for 

priority issue areas where national 

governments wish to advance a specific 

position or issue and encourage greater 

implementation. 

Special accounts 

This refers to funding allocated for a 

specific purpose that is funded through a 

combination of government funding and 

donations from the public and private 

sector.  Special accounts are typically 

accessible to both local government and 

community groups. 

Grants 

Grants can be provided to local 

governments to rehabilitate specific areas 

of interest or need within a community and 

that meet a specific set of criteria. 

Bonds and Commercial Finance 

Bonds are loans given to governments or 

organizations that can be issued by national 

governments or investors that need to be 

paid back within 30 years. 


