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TOBACCO: MORE THAN A HEALTH ISSUE

In many countries, tobacco control continues
to be seen solely as a “health” issue.

However, the long-term illnesses caused by
tobacco use and manufacture are not
always perceived as urgent enough to be
addressed as a development priority.

Tobacco production and use also
contribute to poverty worldwide.
Reframing tobacco control as a poverty issue
would help to highlight the negative impacts
of tobacco manufacture and use on childhood
nutrition and education, on family economic
well-being, and on health. '

Considerable gaps remain in addressing
tobacco control as a key development
issue that must be linked to poverty :
reduction. Research that demonstrates how
tobacco production and use exacerbates
poverty is crucial for:

® Generating interest and action in
tobacco control within the international
development sector

Increasing national poIitt"caI

commitment to take proven, effective
action on tobacco control

@

®

Fostering global understanding of the
tobacco-poverty nexus as a catalyst
adequately addressing poverty reduction.

Tobacco and poverty research is thus a vital
mechanism to support advocacy campaigns
aimed at the development and

implementation of stronger tobacco control
laws and policies.! : :

1 For a guide on conducting tobacco and poverty research, and
for examples of how such research has already been done, see
Tobacco and Poverty: Research for Advocacy Guidelines and
Making the Tobacco and Poverty Link: Results from Research

for Advocacy Projects in Africa, Asia, and Latin America
Ottawa: HealthBridge, 2011. www.healthbridge.ca
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Honduras: Although
tobacco production is a
profitable enterprise for

Realidades que oculta el tabaco
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company owners, workers
fail to benefit from it due
to their exposure to
pesticides and other

chemicals and to their low
salaries
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El informe de tabaco y pobreza. también concluye que el consumo de tabaco acentiia la inequidad social.

Presentan estudio de la relaci6n
entre Tabaquismo y pobreza LAY 3 (0] pais: /minco Fuente: Irtemmet
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Mexico: Poor smokers
spend 20% of their
income on tobacco —

El Instituto Nacional de Salud
Publica (INSP) presents un
estudio llamado El vinculo entre
&l Tabaquismo y I3 pobreza en
México en donde dieron a
conocer que las famillas con
menores ingresos destinan mayor
proporcion de su gasto en el
consumo del Tabaco,

more than they spend
on education, health, or,
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Presantan esteda de la reacion e tabagsma y oty

in many cases, healthy
food

De acuerdo con el informe, en el
2010, los hogares fumadores
gastaron 485 millones de pesos
en cigarros. Destinaron 211
pesos mensuales lo que podria

utilizarse en comprar 20 litros de
leche, 13 kilos de huevo 0 23
kilos de frijol.

COMMENT LE TABAGISME AGRAVE LA PAUVRETE DE SES
ADEPTES : 56,8% des ménages dépensent par mois moins de 15 000
F Cfa a I’achat de cigarettes, 32,4% entre 15 000 et 30 000 F Cfa

Jeudi 14 Juillet 2011
Au-dela de ses effets néfastes sur la santé, le tabac représente un sérieux facteur d'appauvrissement des
ménages. C'est ce que révéle une étude du Mouvement anti-tabac.

La relaton entre pauvreté et tabagisme, c'est ce sur quoi
['association mouvement anti-tabac a mis le doigt grace a une
étude. Et les résultats de cette demiére sont effarants. Par mois,
56,8% des ménages dépensent moins de 15 000 francs Cfa a
l'achat de cigarettes et 32,4% dépensent entre 15 000 et 30 000
francs. Clest-a-dire I'équivalent de deux sacs de riz dépensés pour |
fumer. «Ce qui fait qu'il n'ammive pas a couvrir toutes les dépenses
liées aux besoins essentiels de leur familles, note Djibril Welé,
coordonateur du Mouvement anti-tabac Sénégal. «L'argent qui
passe dans le tabac ne peut étre dépensé pour des besoins
essentiels comme [alimentation, le logement, I'éducation et les
soins de santéy, ajoute-t-il. En a croire Djibril Wélé, «la consommation du tabac influe négativement sur la capacité des ménages a
assurer les charges de la famille. Les dépenses affectées a la consommation de la cigarette favorisent la paupérisation des

Senegal: Tobacco use aggravates poverty — money spent on
tobacco is money not spent on food, education, or housing.
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Consumo de tabaco
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Bangladesh: Alternative
employment for tobacco
farmers and bidi workers
would dramatically improve
their livelihoods

Study finds tobacco industry
ﬂoutmg Chlld labour laws

Peru: If national tobacco

expenditures were shifted to

food items such as rice,

potatoes, chicken, eggs, or milk,
250 million people would have

more food to eat

[ salud versus
\ tabaquismo
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130,000 people who
currently do not get
enough to eat
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" Anti-smoking; 2

campaigners
want end to
tobacco farming;

India: Poor working
conditions and meager
salaries mean that
tobacco work is done
by the most vulnerable
and exploited: women
and children
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Peruanos gastan 400
millones de soles en
c|g rros

Peru: Tobacco use takes
==s=—  money away from basic
needs — current tobacco
expenditures could feed

USING THE MEDIA FOR ADVOCACY ON THE
LINK BETWEEN TOBACCO AND POVERTY

|

HealthBridge’s partners in Africa, Asia, and
Latin America worked with the media to
ensure that their research results received
widespread coverage.

Making news is about the stories — doing
or publicizing something that is worth
telling a story about.! Linking tobacco
production and use with specific issues - such
as child labour, exploitation of workers, or the .
foregone millions spent on tobacco instead of
basic needs - generates powerful stories which
are hard-hitting and attention-grabbing.

News coverage itself is not the objective —
it is the effect of the news coverage which is
important. The media influences government
action on tobacco in many countries. It has

also helped people to become more aware of
and knowledgeable about tobacco and poverty -
issues - including those people most affected

by tobacco production and use.

Research results, especially when presented in

; a way that generates media attention, can do
‘ much to gain the attention of policymakers,
and thus motivate them towards positive
tobacco control action that can also play a
significant role in reducing poverty.

1 For a guide on using the media for advocacy, see Using Media

and Research for Advocacy: Low Cost Ways to Increase Success.
Ottawa: HealthBridge, 2006. www.healthbridge.ca
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