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Introduction
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This report presents an overview of nine diverse community-led projects aimed at
improving public spaces, fostering social cohesion, and promoting sustainable
development across Vietnam, Bangladesh, Nepal, India, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Uganda,
Niger, and Ghana. With support and funding from UN-Habitat and Block by Block, these
initiatives focused on revitalizing urban environments, enhancing accessibility,
supporting local economies, and improving health outcomes through creative, low-
cost interventions. From transforming public streets into shared community spaces to
establishing inclusive reading areas, each project highlights the powerful role of
community participation in driving change. The results demonstrate the significant
positive impact of these interventions on local populations, particularly vulnerable
groups such as women, children, and the elderly, fostering stronger, more resilient
communities.



Vietnam Project – Chương Dương Shared Space Initiative
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This project transformed a road space near Chuong Duong Forest Park into a shared
community space, focusing on accessibility for vulnerable groups. Key activities
included community design meetings, infrastructure improvements like bicycle racks,
interactive games, and waste tire benches. The results showed increased public use,
with user counts rising by 15%, children’s walking and cycling rates improving, air
quality improving, and traffic speeds reducing. The government plans to expand the
project due to its success in improving community well-being.



Nepal Project – Weekly Open Marketplace and Placemaking in
Biratnagar
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This initiative focused on adding small, community-driven interventions to public
spaces in Nepal, engaging local youth, elderly, and artisans. Activities included
community consultations, traditional game installations, and skills exchange programs.
The interventions, such as playgrounds and traditional games, increased community
use, fostered social connections, and encouraged multigenerational engagement. The
projects helped elevate public space usage, social cohesion, and community
ownership.



India Project – Establishing a Neighbourhood Farmers Market in
Guwahati
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This project established a dedicated farmers market within an existing neighborhood
market, providing canopies to farmers to improve weather protection and sales. The
market grew in participation, with 15 female and 5 male farmers increasing their
customer base by 50-60 consumers per day. The Guwahati Municipal Corporation
committed to supporting additional farmer markets citywide, enhancing local food
access and economic opportunities for farmers.



Sri Lanka Project – Inclusive Reading Space in Jaffna
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The project created an accessible reading space in Subramaniyam Park, incorporating
benches, eco-friendly structures, and books. Community involvement was key, and the
space became a hub for the entire community, including people living with disabilities.
Feedback was overwhelmingly positive, with visitors, including those living with
disabilities, appreciating the inclusive design. The space saw increased foot traffic,
especially from families and children, promoting unity and engagement.



Tanzania Project – Lemara Park Project 
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This initiative revitalized a public park in Arusha City through the addition of a toilet,
play facilities, and benches. The project aimed to serve low-income residents,
attracting more visitors and enhancing community interaction. While a full evaluation
is pending, early results show increased park use, with 20-34 people visiting daily after
the interventions. The community also hired a park attendant, contributing to the
park’s sustainability.



Uganda Project – Kasubi Market Children’s Day Care Project 
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This project supported the creation of a daycare facility at Kasubi Market to
accommodate the children of vendors. The daycare improved market operations by
providing a safe space for about 30 children, allowing vendors, especially single
mothers, to work without worry. The initiative also enhanced market hygiene and
organization. Initial evaluations showed strong support from vendors, who praised the
project for giving them more flexibility and security.



Niger Project – Improving Display of Goods for Fruits and Vegetable
Vendors
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This project improved the conditions for informal fruit and vegetable vendors in
Karadjé Market in Niger by providing them with display tables. The intervention
enhanced vendor operations and improved hygiene, benefiting both vendors and
consumers. While it is too early to assess long-term impacts on customer retention,
initial feedback from vendors and consumers was positive, with vendors expressing
interest in personalizing their tables.



Ghana Project – Mmofra Book Stroll 
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The Mmofra Book Stroll brought books to public spaces, encouraging family-friendly
gatherings and literacy development. The first installation, featuring the book "Suma
Went Walking" in Twi, was displayed at a school during a national literacy event,
reaching 2,500 pupils. The mobile installation will travel to different locations around
Accra, promoting reading and making books more accessible to children and families.


