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Background: 

Work for a Better Bangladesh Trust (WBB) is a non-profit, non-government organization.  Our work on livable cities issues 

started in 2004 when the government of Bangladesh wanted to ban the bicycle rickshaw, which is a sustainable, healthy, and 

non-polluting form of transportation in the city.  The banning of the rickshaws would have resulted in increased congestion in 

the city, increased pollution, and would have eliminated many thousands of jobs for the working poor.  WBB fought the ban 

with success and since that time, with the technical and financial support of HealthBridge, we have expanded our livable cities 

program to include other issues that impact the quality of life of people living in Bangladeshi cities. At present we are working 

on- 

 Pedestrian Rights 

 Active and Safe Route to School  

 Public Spaces 

Though walking is one of the most used modes of transport in Dhaka city, it has not been given enough importance in urban 

planning. As a result of the poor walking environment, people are discouraged to walk. To remedy this situation, WBB Trust is 

doing continuous advocacy with decision makers to promote walking and discourage motorized vehicle-based transportation.  

Moreover, the number of parks and playgrounds in Dhaka are not enough considering the population of the city. Often parks 

and playgrounds are encroached by housing and commercial uses and those parks and playgrounds that do exist are of poor 

quality and do not provide opportunities for young children, women, and girls. To provide more opportunities for people to 

engage in physical activity and socialization, we are doing continuous advocacy to improve parks and playgrounds. However, 

providing new parks and playgrounds to all community, is a time consuming process. To give children the opportunity of 

physical activity and socialization in the shorter term, we are organizing Active and Safe Route to School programs, which 

ensures the necessary infrastructure for walking.  

WBB Trust, with many years of successful working experience in livable cities issues, believes it is a continuous process to 

make cities livable.  To achieve our goals we work in collaboration with the government, local residents and other 

stakeholders to bring positive changes by addressing policy issues and taking positive action.  

 



Vision of WBB Trust: 

WBB’s vision for the Livable Cities program is that in all cities in Bangladesh: 

 

 Children can play in the street and walk to school safely 

 Everyone can walk to a local park to visit with the neighbours and enjoy nature 

 Everyone can walk to stores and services 

 Everyone can cross the street easily and safely 

 Cycling is common for recreation and for transportation 

 When people need to leave their neighbourhood, they can take public transit 

 Everyone has access to clean drinking water 

 Water is treated as a precious resource 

 Lakes, rivers, parks and streets are free of pollution 

 People hear children laughing not cars honking 

 People breathe clean air 

 People have access to healthy foods 

 

Executive Summary: 

WBB Trust has successfully achieved the following in 2017-18:   

 On 2017, World Car Free Day was celebrated in Dhaka for the second time and was organized jointly by 10 Government 

agencies and 39 NGOs. We were successful to bring the organizations on one board.  The Honorable Prime Minister and 

Honorable President of Bangladesh gave speeches for appreciating the idea of celebrating World Car Free Day and need 

of promoting walking and cycling.  

 More than 1000 people participated in the event and the media heavily reported on the activities with the event 

receiving 121 separate media reports which is helped to reach approx. one fourth of the total population of Bangladesh. 

At the event, the Honorable Minister of Road Transport and Bridges Ministry announced that on the first Friday of each 

month one specific street (Manik Mia Avenue) will remain car free throughout the day. Starting in November 2017, the 



car free street event was celebrated each month and upon the completion of the March 2018 event, we celebrated 5 car 

free street events at Manik Mia Avenue in total. People from nearby community join enthusiastically with 

approximately 1500/300 per event people joining the events. The event was highly publicized through social media, 

which encouraged people to join the program. Three articles were published in national newspapers by participants of 

car free street event. As Dhaka city lacks enough parks and playgrounds, the events provide local residents with 

recreation opportunities. In addition, the events increase awareness among people about the importance of controlling 

use of private cars.  

 As a result of the Car Free Day celebration in 2016, the late Mayor Annisul Haque of Dhaka North City Corporation 

committed to making one car free street in his constituent area.  Since that time, one road from each ward was selected 

and two feasibility studies were conducted in wards no 31 and ward no 33. To prepare the community for the eventual 

changes, we organized two Car Free Street events in road no 03 of Mohammadi Housing of ward no 33. More than 400 

people participated in the events, eventually we hope to see these streets to open for people as a public space. 

 WBB Trust has been conducting an advocacy campaign on Active and Safe Routes to School since 2014. In 2018, 

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha (RAJUK, the city planning department) has included ASRTS in Dhaka Structure Plan 

(2016-2035). Also government is revising detailed area plan and they will include in this plan measures and guidelines 

for ASRTS. We collaboratively organized a workshop for 5 schools from Rayerbazar (schools already involved with 

WBB Trust on ASRTS program) to give the students the opportunity to identify their problems while walking to school 

as well as their solutions. RAJUK will conduct a pilot project where they will develop better walking infrastructure in 

one or two street in Rayerbazar using the recommendations from the children.      

 

 

  



Pedestrian Rights 

Projected Activity Output Immediate Outcomes Intermediate 

Outcomes 

Variance 

Research 

Continue working on the 

implementation of the 

Pedestriansation of Shat 

Masjid Road. 

Disseminated report of 

Making Shat Masjid 

Road pedestrian 

friendly in government 

and non-government 

organization. 

 

4 government 

organizations 

 

3 non-government 

organizations 

The city corporation has 

agreed to adopt our plan. 

They have committed to 

implement the 

recommendations when 

they implement a new 

project in the area.   

  

Conduct a study of the 

pedestrian environment 

in 4 neighborhoods of 

Dhaka. 

1 study 

4 neighborhoods 

1 University 

7 students  

Increased understanding 

among WBB staff about 

the gaps in the 

development works by 

the government 

regarding pedestrian 

rights in 4 areas. 

   

Increased collaboration 

with Dept. of Civil 

Engineering of University 

of Asia Pacific. 

  

Prepare reports 1 report Dissemination of the   In the month of 



report yet to be done.   August 

Projected Activity Output Immediate Outcomes Intermediate 

Outcomes 

Variance 

Policy Development 

Organizing six 1:1 

meetings with six city 

officials in Dhaka. 

Organized 15 meetings 

with city officials. 

10 government 

organizations 

15 city officials 

3 Articles 

1 dedicated FB page 

5 events created on FB 

30 posts on FB page 

Approx 1 million 

people informed about 

Car Free Street  

 

Increased understanding 

of Government officials 

on car free streets.  

 

Increased participation of 

Government agencies on 

car free streets.  

 

Government has declared 

one specific road (Manik 

Mia Avenue) car free on 

first Friday of each month 

through an official letter. 

 

 

  

Organizing two 1:1 

meetings with city 

officials outside Dhaka, to 

improve walking 

condition in Mymensingh 

and Gazipur city 

corporation/pouroshabha 

area. 

1 meeting with Urban 

Development 

Directorate (UDD) 

 

1 meeting with the 

consultant who was 

involved as deputy 

team leader in the 

process to prepare 

master plan for 

Gazipur City 

Increased understanding 

on pedestrian rights. 

They agreed to prioritize 

pedestrian facilities in 

Mymensingh Strategic 

Development plan and 

Master plan for Gazipur 

City Corporation.  

 

The authority finalized 

Mymensingh Strategic 

  



Corporation. Development plan and 

Master plan for Gazipur 

City Corporation. 

Organizing two 1:1 

meetings with two 

Mayors of Dhaka. 

Organized 2 meetings 

1 Mayor of Dhaka 

North City Corporation 

(DNCC) 

1 Panel Mayor of DNCC 

Increased understanding 

of the Panel Mayor on 

livable cities issues.  

 We had discussion 

with Mayor on car 

free street and 

other livable cities 

issue. He agreed to 

focus on the issues. 

But Mayor Anisul 

Haque died after 

being sick for 

several months. So 

we could not 

follow up.  

Organizing 2 discussions 

meeting with 

stakeholders. 

Organize 1 stakeholder 

meeting 

10 Government 

organization 

39 Non-Government 

Organizations 

50 government 

officials 

50 non government 

officials 

20 Journalists 

15 media coverage 

 

Co-organized 1 Urban 

Thinkers Campus with 

Increased understanding 

on need of car free streets 

and prioritizing 

pedestrians. Government 

now understands the 

need of controlling 

private cars and has 

identified it as a reason of 

congestion. They are 

gradually focusing on 

pedestrianization.  

 

Increased collaboration 

with government and 

non-government 

Government is 

developing pedestrian 

environment by 

ensuring footpaths 

and repairing the 

existing one. Also they 

are providing facilities 

for pedestrian 

including person with 

disability like ramps, 

tactile footpaths.  

 

 

 

 

 



BUET 

2 Departments from 

BUET 

8 Government 

Organizations 

1 Municipality 

3 Non-Government 

Organizations 

20 Officials 

300 participants 

organizations. 

 

Increased involvement of 

individuals and experts 

like- civil engineers and 

planners.  

 

Increased understanding 

among people, 

government officials and 

Mayor of 1 municipality 

on healthy transportation 

issue.  

 

 

Distribute 

recommendations to all 

cities in Bangladesh. 

11 City Corporations 

20 Municipalities out 

of the 12 City 

Corporations and 330+ 

Municipalities  

Increased knowledge 

among Mayor of 

Municipalities and City 

Corporations outside 

Dhaka about pedestrian 

rights and developing 

pedestrian environment.  

  

Projected Activity Output Immediate Outcomes Intermediate 

Outcomes 

Variance 

Community Engagement 

Organizing one meeting 

with community people. 

Organized 2 meetings  

20 organizations 

50 participants 

Increased understanding 

on need of making car 

free streets and ensuring 

pedestrian rights.  

 

 Numbers? 



Increased participation of 

the community at car free 

street events.  

Organizing one 

awareness campaign on 

pedestrian rights. 

Organized 1 awareness 

campaign to ensure 

road safety 

9 non government 

organizations 

60 participants 

18 Media instance 

 

Organize 2 Car free 

street events at 

Mohammadi Housing 

Society (1 was done in 

collaboration with 

UNDP as part of Smart 

City Campaign) 

1 Ward Councilor 

400 participants 

 

Increased demand to 

enforce law to protect 

pedestrian rights.  

 

Increased awareness 

among community people 

about the reclaiming 

streets for people. 

  

Approximately 400 

people including children 

participated in the events 

and increased their 

opportunities to socialize.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Organizing four 1:1 

meetings with community 

leaders. 

Organized 8 meetings 

with community 

leaders 

4 organizations 

8 leaders 

Increased understanding 

among community 

leaders on need of 

ensuring pedestrian 

rights and making street 

car free.  

 

 

  

Organizing one Car-Free Conducted 8 Increased participation of   



Day. preparatory meetings 

Engaged 10 

Government 

organizations 

Engaged 39 Non-

Government 

Organizations 

More than 1000 

participants 

121 media coverage 

3 articles written by 

participants 

1 souvenir 

Government and non-

Government 

organizations to organize 

car free day including 

INGO United Nations 

Development Programme 

(UNDP) 

 

Celebrated World Car 
Free Day for the second 
time with government 
and NGO collaboration.  
 
Commitment from 
Government to organize 
car free street event on 
first Friday of each 
month.  
 
Statement from  
Honorable Prime Minister 
and Honorable President 
of Bangladesh on a 
souvenir appreciating the 
idea of celebrating World 
Car Free Day and need of 
promoting walking and 
cycling.  
 
Government is aware 
about the importance of 
controlling private cars 



and developing public 
transportation. At present 
car free street events are 
being celebrated at Manik 
Mia Avenue on the first 
Friday of each month 
through an official order 
by Government. 5 car free 
street events have been 
organized till March 2018 
and given opportunity of 
playing and socialization 
to more than 1500 
people. We found 3 
articles on national 
newspaper by one 
participant praising the 
initiative and that lets us 
know that people like the 
idea and it is spreading 
through media as well as 
social media.   
 
 

Organizing two cycle 

rallies. 

Organized 2 cycle 

rallies 

6 media coverage 

100 participants 

Increased support on the 

need of providing cycle 

lane. 

  

Celebrating livable cities 

related days. 

Celebrated 4 livable 

cities related days 

(International Noise 

awareness day, World 

Increased participation  

among people on livable 

cities issues.  

  



Environment day, 

World Tiger day, 

Urban and Regional 

Planning Day) 

Made two new videos on 
carfree cities with interns. 

371 views Increased understanding 

among people about car 

free cities. 

  

Organized street drama 
on carfree cities on the 
occasion of ‘International 
Tiger Day’ with interns. 

Approximately 350 

people were reached 

with the message 

Increased understanding 

among people about car 

free cities. 

  

Organized 2 seminars on 
car free cities. 

200 participants Increased understanding 

among people about the 

car free cities. 

  

Social Media Campaign. It is our continuous 

work. We regularly 

post our program 

news, relevant LC 

issues in Facebook.  

Approximate 300 

posts.  

Increase understanding 

among people about our 

programs and livable 

cities issues.  

  

Distribute 1000 copies of 
two newsletters. 

Distribute 1000 copies 
of two newsletters. 

 Increase understanding 
among people about our 
programs and livable 
cities issues. 

  

Organized one workshop 
on IWB ‘Learning 
Opportunities’ at 
Stamford University 
Bangladesh including 
discussion of our parklet 

100 students 

1 Vice Chancellor of 

University 

1 Register of 
University 

Increased understanding 
among people on 
campaigns of IWB. 

  



and carfree cities 
campaigns. 

Projected Activity Output Immediate Outcomes Intermediate 

Outcomes 

Variance 

Capacity Building 

Organize four face-to-face 

meetings with leaders 

and clubs. 

Organized 4 meetings 

with leaders and clubs 

39 organizations 

200 participants  

Increased capacity of the 

leaders and clubs about  

how to organize various 

events in Car Free Day. 

Thirty nine organizations 

are now organizing 

events of car free street 

on first Friday of each 

month.  

  

Organizing one training 

session on advocacy and 

pedestrian rights for local 

people.  

Facilitated in Car Free 

Cities Workshop. 

20 youths 

Increased understanding 

among 20 youths about 

the necessity of car free 

cities, the importance of 

promoting pedestrian 

rights and their capacity 

to advocate for these 

issues.  

  

Organize six 1:1 meetings 

with government officials.  

Organized 7 meetings  

4 government 

organizations 

7 government officials 

Increased capacity of the 

officials on car free 

streets. Dhaka 

Metropolitan Police has 

been keeping Manik Mia 

avenue car free on first 

Friday of each month as 

per announcement from 

  



Honorable minister of 

Road Transport and 

Bridges on Car free Day.  

Organized 4 Camp Cool 
on carfree cities 
 

45 participants Increased capacity among 

participants on 

organizing car free cities 

demonstration.   

  

Organized internship 
program on parklets and 
carfree cities campaign. 

35 interns 

4 universities 

Increased capacity among 

students on campaigns of 

IWB. 

  

Organized a ‘Carfree 
Cities Training of Trainer 

33 Trainee 

 

Increased capacity among 

people to create 

awareness about 

importance of car free 

cities.  

  

 

 

Active and Safe Route to School 

Projected Activity Output Immediate Outcomes Intermediate 

Outcomes 

Variance 

Research 

Conduct baseline survey 

and audits for 3 

additional schools in high 

income community. 

1 school 

110 students 

 

 

Increased understanding 

of WBB staff about the 

modes of transport used 

by students of high 

income community. 

 We tried 

communicating 

with 2 other 

schools earlier. 

They asked us to 



 

Increased understanding 

among 110 students 

about the importance of 

walk to school.  At 

present approximately 

2500 students are 

organizing advocacy 

activities for safer routes 

to school.  

send written 

details of the issue 

we want to discuss. 

But later they did 

not show any 

interest to be a part 

of the program.  

Now we are still 

trying to access in 

other schools.  

Conduct evaluation of 

pilot project.  

   Will be conducted 

on 2018-19 project 

year. 

Prepare evaluation report 

and recommendations 

and policy asks. 

   Will be conducted 

on 2018-19 project 

year. 

Review Education Policy 

2010. 

Reviewed Education 

Policy 2010. 

Increased understanding 

of WBB staff about the 

policy.  

 We did not find any 

clause in the policy 

to be helpful for 

our ASRTS 

program. But 

planning to use the 

existing policies to 

benefit ASRTS 

program 

Projected Activity Output Immediate Outcomes Intermediate 

Outcomes 

Variance 

Policy Development 

Prepare report and Prepared 1 report. Increased working   



recommendations to 

amend laws and policies. 

Distributed report in 

3 government 

agencies- RAJUK, 

Dhaka Metropolitan 

Police (DMP) and 

Standing Committee of 

Ministry of Primary 

and Mass Education 

 

relationship with RAJUK, 

DMP and Standing 

Committee of Ministry of 

Primary and Mass 

Education.  

 

Chairman of Standing 

Committee of Ministry of 

Primary and Mass 

Education committed to 

raise ASRTS issue at 

Parliament.  

Prepare ASRTS guidelines 

for implementation. 

Prepared guideline. 

 

Distributed guideline 

to 2 government 

Agencies- Rajdhani 

Unnayan Kartripakkha 

(RAJUK) and Dhaka 

Metropolitan Police 

(DMP). 

Increased working 

relationship with RAJUK 

and DMP. They agreed to 

co-operate with us for 

the ASRTS program.   

 

Rajdhani Unnayan 

Kartripakkha (RAJUK) 

has included Active and 

Safe Route to School 

issue on Dhaka Structure 

Plan (2016-2035) which 

mean, the policy 

encourages children to 

be admitted to schools 

area wise. In addition, 

government is revising 

the detailed area plan 

  



and they will include 

measures and guideline 

for ASRTS in it. 

Identify government 

departments and 

Ministers. 

Identified the 

government 

departments and 

Ministries.  

Increased our knowledge 

about the relevant 

agencies, which will be 

helpful for our advocacy 

work.  

  

Distribute guideline 

document to all cities in 

Bangladesh. 

11 City Corporations of 

Bangladesh. ( as of 

today its 12 ) 

Increased understanding 

of other City Corporation 

officials on ASRTS issue. 

  

Organize six 1:1 meetings 

with city officials. 

Organized 6 meetings 

with city officials. 

7 urban planner of 

RAJUK 

1 Panel Mayor 

Increased understanding 

of government officials 

on ASRTS issue. 

 

RAJUK has asked for a 

proposal to prepare a 

memorandum of 

understanding to work 

in a long term.  

RAJUK has included 
Active and Safe Route 
to School issue on 
Revised Structure Plan 
and will also include a 
guideline for ASRTS in 
revised detailed area 
plan. Plans for 
Strategic Action: 
 — Minimize 
transportation 
requirement; 
 — Encourage mixed 
use development;  
— Make 

nonautomotive mode 

convenient 

 

Organize eight 1:1 

meetings with Local 

Government, Police, 

Organized 2 meetings 

1 Joint Commissioner 

of Traffic South 

Increased understanding 

of DMP official on ASRTS 

issue. 

  



Parliamentary Committee 

of Ministry of Education 

and Departments of 

Education. 

1 with the Chairman of 

Parliamentary 

Committee of Ministry 

of Education and 

Departments of 

Education. 

 

DMP has asked for a 

proposal to prepare a 

memorandum of 

understanding to work 

in a long term. 

Projected Activity Output Immediate Outcomes Intermediate 

Outcomes 

Variance 

Community Engagement 

Organizing twelve 

meetings with community 

people. 

Organized 12 meetings 

with community 

people.  

50 participants 

2 schools 

Increased understanding 

on ASRTS issue. Two 

schools have formed 

iwalk clubs in their 

schools. 

 

  

Organize three awareness 

campaigns. 

3 campaigns  

2 communities  

5 schools 

Approximate 250 

participants 

8 media coverage 

Increased awareness 

among community 

people about ASRTS 

issue.  

 

  

Organize 3 iWalk Clubs in 

Schools. 

2 iwalk clubs. 

2 schools 

20 students 

Increased understanding 

among students about 

iwalk club and its 

function.  The students 

have already started 

campaigning for safe 

walking environment. 

Twenty students from 2 

schools are members of 

  



iwalk clubs.  

Organize at least one 

iWalkday in each school.  

1 iwalk day 

4 schools 

Approximate 120 

participants  

4 media coverage 

Increased awareness 

among community 

people on ASRTS issue.  

 

  

Organize one letter 

campaign in each of the 

three schools. 

1 letter campaign 

1 school 

110 students 

1 City Corporation 

110 letters were sent to 

Dhaka North City 

Corporation to ensure 

safe route to school.  

  

Organize one, ‘map my 

route’ activity in three 

schools 

   We faced difficulty 

to engage more 

schools so we 

could not do it 

because of 

limitation of time.  

Social Media Campaign It is our continuous 

work. We regularly 

post our program 

news, relevant LC 

issues in Facebook.  

Approximate 300 

posts.  

Increase understanding 

among people about our 

programs and livable 

cities issues.  

  

Distribute 500 copies of 

newsletter 

Distribute 500 copies 

of one newsletter 

Increase understanding 

among people about our 

programs and livable 

cities issues 

  

Projected Activity Output Immediate Outcomes Intermediate 

Outcomes 

Variance 



Capacity Building 

Organize 12 face-to-face 

meetings with leaders, 

parents, clubs, and 

children. 

Organized 6 meetings  

10 parents 

50 children 

1 leader 

Increased capacity of 

leaders, parents, clubs, 

and children to do 

advocacy to the 

government for ensuring 

active and safe route to 

school. 

  

Organized 1 workshop.  5 schools 

20 students 

10 community people 

4 Planners 

2 Government officials 

1 government 

organization 

1 non-government 

organization  

Increased capacity of 30 

participants to identify 

problems and solutions 

for ensuring safer routes. 

 

Increased knowledge of 

the participants to 

understand and working 

on area map.  

RAJUK will conduct a 
pilot (?)project and 
they will develop 
better walking 
infrastructure in one or 
two street in 
Rayerbazar 
considering the 
recommendation from 
children.      
 

 

Organize two 1:1 

meetings with 

government officials. 

Organized 2 meetings 

2 Government 

organizations 

1 Planner 

1 Zonal Executive 

Officer  

Increased capacity 

among government 

officials from RAJUK and 

DNCC on ASRTS issue.  

 

  

Organize five 1:1 

meetings with journalists. 

5 meetings 

5 print media house 

Approximate 50 media 

coverage 

Increased capacity among 

journalists.  
  

 



 

 

Public Space 

Projected Activity Output Immediate Outcomes Intermediate 

Outcomes 

Variance 

Research 

Conduct survey to 

identify small unused 

space in two zones from 

South and North City 

Corporations. 

3 students  

1 University 

10 areas 

2 zones 

2 City Corporations 

1 report 

Increased understanding 

of the WBB staff about 

potential unused places 

to create informal public 

spaces.  

 

Commitment from 

superintending engineer 

of DNCC and RAJUK to 

implement the proposal 

after getting design.    

  

Projected Activity Output Immediate Outcomes Intermediate 

Outcomes 

Variance 

Policy Development 

Prepare draft guideline 

for informal public 

spaces. 

   We have completed 

the report on 

informal public 

space.  We will 

prepare the 

guideline based on 

that.  



Organize four 1:1 

meetings with city 

officials including RAJUK, 

DSCC, DNCC, WASA. 

Organized 4 meetings 

1 Panel Mayor of DNCC 

1 Local ward 

commissioner 

1 DSCC additional chief 

engineer 

1 Zonal Executive 

officer of DNCC 

 

Increased understanding 

of the officials on public 

space issue. 

 

DNCC agreed to adopt 

recommendations for 

the development of 

Rayerbazar Boishakhi 

Playground.  

  

Organize two 1:1 meeting 

with relevant department. 

Organize 2 meetings 

1 Zonal Executive 

officer of DNCC 

1 Superintending 

Engineer  

Increased understanding 

of the officials on 

improving Boishakhi 

playground. They agreed 

to accept our 

recommendations.  

  

Projected Activity Output Immediate Outcomes Intermediate 

Outcomes 

Variance 

Community Engagement 

Organize 4 meetings with 

community people 

around Boishakhi 

playground. 

Organized 4 meetings 

50 community people 

4 schools 

10 students 

Increased understanding 

of the community people 

about the need of 

development in 

Boishakhi Playground.  

Community people are 

convinced to create a 

kids zone and other 

developments such as- 

drinking water, sitting 

arrangements, tree 

shades etc.  

  



Organize 1 awareness 

campaign.  

1 art competition with 

collaboration of UNDP 

30 children  

1 exhibition  

Increased understanding 

of the WBB staff about 

the needs of kids while 

developing parks and 

playgrounds.  

 

Increased understanding 

of community people 

about the needs children 

in parks and 

playgrounds.   

  

Conduct a community 

fundraising initiative for 

local people to support 

park development. 

Organize 5 meetings 

40 community people 

Increased support from 

people about fund 

raising for Boishakhi 

Playground.   

  

Organize media 

campaign. 

   We could not 

manage to do it.  

Organized parklet 
competition in Dhaka city. 

2 organizations 

1 university 

Increased capacity 

among people about 

organizing parklet. 

Increased understanding 

among people about the 

necessity of parklets. 

  

Organized a seminar and 
We Squared campaign 
fairs at BRAC University 
Savar campus.  

1000 students Increased understanding 

among students on car 

free cities and parklets.  

  

Held two parklet 
demonstrations 

20 participants 

Reach 300 
 

Increased understanding 

among people about the 

necessity of parklets. 

  



Social media campaign It is our continuous 

work. We regularly 

post our program 

news, relevant LC 

issues in Facebook.  

Approximate 300 

posts.  

Increase understanding 

among people about our 

programs and livable 

cities issues.  

  

Distribute 500 copies of 1 
newsletter. 

Distribute 500 copies 

of one newsletter. 

Increase understanding 

among people about our 

programs and livable 

cities issues. 

  

Capacity Building 

Organize 2 cleaning days 

with community people. 

Organized 2 cleaning 

campaign 

40 students 

4 schools 

10 media coverage 

Increased capacity of the 

community people to 

organize a cleaning 

campaign.  

 

  

Organize 1 workshop 

with Environment 

Ambassador. 

Organize 1 Workshop 

30 students 

5 schools 

1 Urban Planner 

Increased capacity 

among students about 

creating kids friendly 

parks and playgrounds.  

  

Organize one meeting 

with World Urban 

Campaign (WUC) 

Co-organized 1 Urban 

Thinkers Campus with 

Institute of Architects 

Bangladesh (IAB) 

3 Universities 

5 Government 

Organizations 

9 Municipalities  

22 Non-Government 

Increased collaboration 

with government and 

non-government 

organizations. 

 

Increased involvement of 

individuals and experts 

like- civil engineers and 

planners.  

  



Organizations 

20 Government 

officials 

500 participants 

 

Increased understanding 

among people, 

government officials and 

Mayors of 9 

municipalities on open 

space issue.  

 

Organize 4 face-to-face 

meetings with local 

people. 

Organized 4 meetings 

50 community people 

4 schools 

10 students 

Increased capacity 

among the local people 

and they prepared their 

own recommendations. 

All recommendations 

were compiled for 

submitting to DNCC.  

  

Organizing 1 training 

session for local people.  

1 training session  

40 participants 

1 Asst Manager, 

Transport for Toronto  

Increased capacity of the 

local people on informal 

public space issue. 

Increased capacity of 

WBB staff about creating 

informal public space.  

  

Organize four 1:1 

meetings with 

government officials. 

Organized 4 meetings 

1 Director of RAJUK 

1 Superitending 

Engineer of DNCC 

1 Executive Engineer 

of DSCC  

1 Ward Secretary of 

ward no. 45 

Increased capacity of the 

officials on informal 

public space issue. 

 

  

     



     

Live FM Radio (JAGO FM) 

talk show on Parklets. 

2 radio programs 

7 participants 

Increased capacity of 

IWB staff and interns of 

publics speaking.  

  

Live internet radio (Radio 

Vubon) talk show on We 

Squared campaigns: 

parklets, carfree cities, 

urban gardening and anti-

plastics campaigns. 

4 participants Increased capacity of 

IWB staff and interns of 

publics speaking. 

  

 

Other Activities 

Projected Activity Output Immediate Outcomes Intermediate 

Outcomes 

Variance 

Participated in 

Environment Fair 2017 

Distributed materials 

in the fair on LC issues 

Increased understanding 

among people on LC 

issues 

  

Attended Leadership 

Training at DTCA on 

urban transportation 

issue 

25  government 

officials 

1 non- government 

official 

Increased knowledge on 

urban transportation 

issue. 

Increased government 

officials understanding 

on LC issues through 

discussion and sharing 

WBB publications. 

  

Attended workshop on 

‘Transport and Mobility: 

40 participants Increased knowledge on 

transport need of 

  



Meeting the Needs of 

Working Women’. 

women. 

Increased international 

network.  

Meeting with Md Sohel 

Rana, Monitoring and 

Capacity Development 

Specialist, Urban Planning 

and Design Branch,  

United Nations Human 

Settlements Programme  

 Increased understanding 

of WBB staff on proposal 

development and 

funding opportunity.  

  

Co-organized Smart City 

Campaign week  

Participated in 

innovation hub 

1 model on creating 

pedestrian friendly 

neighbourhood 

1 model on public vs 

private cars 

Increased understanding 

among people about 

pedestrian facility and 

need of creating 

pedestrian friendly 

neighbourhood.  

 

Increased understanding 

among people about the 

importance of public 

transport and negative 

effects of private cars, 

such as- congestion, 

pollution, fuel 

consumption etc. 

 

WBB Trust got the Best 

Innovation Concept 

(Implementation) award 

for the pedestrian 

  



friendly neighbourhood 

model.  

Held Camp Cool reunion 
program with a video on 
IWB activities. 

30 participants Increased networking 

with organizations. 

  

Held a seminar on IWB 
‘Learning Opportunities’ 
and We Squared 
campaigns at Asian 
University for Women. 

 Increased understanding 

among people on 

campaigns of IWB. 

  

Conducted a small survey 
on carfree cities with 
AUW interns at 
Dhanmondi Lake. 

Yet to prepare report.     

Organized one Diversity 
seminar on Education and 
Diversity 

70 participants Increased understanding 
among people about 
SDG4 and Importance of 
Education and Diversity 

  

WSWD: 1st International 
conference on “Promoting 
Community & 
Environmental 
Sustainability”  

400 participants 
 
 

Increased understanding 
on promoting social 
activism, create 
awareness and involve 
on youth.  

  

 

 

Lessons Learned 

We have been working with students for a long time on ASRTS issue. This year we have been successful to engage the students 

in the planning process. They were taught about maps in detail and identified their problems while walking and necessary 



solutions on the map. The process was very helpful to build capacity of the students. This type of participatory planning 

process and engaging students with that was a new experience for the LC team.  

 

Sustainability 

After successfully engaging government with Car Free Day celebration, on 2017 Car Free Day the Honorable Minister of Road 

Transport and Bridges Ministry committed that that first Friday of each month Manik Mia Avenue will remain car free. Also, as 

per the commitment from late Mayor Annisul Haque of Dhaka North City Corporation Car Free Street celebration has started 

in one of his constituent area (road no 03 of Mohammadi Housing of ward no 33).  

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha (RAJUK) has included it on Revised Structure Plan. Also government is revising detailed area 

plan and they will include the issue specifically as well as guideline for ASRTS in it. RAJUK has committed to develop one or 

two street in Rayerbazar area to ensure safer route.  

The UNHabitat project via HealthBridge brought opportunity to create a kid’s zone in Boishakhi playground which will help us 
to make an example and replicate in other areas. Dhaka North City Corporation (DNCC) as well as community people are 
convinced to improve Boishakhi playground.  Also we have started advocacy to introduce community based informal public 
places in small scale. We have selected some places and shared with the authorities.  

 

 

Fund raising initiatives 

We are continuing to give effort for fund raising. But without direct corresponding with funders it is difficult to gain support 

from them. For this reason we have failed to get financial support against several proposals. Last year we have submitted some 

proposals and won some of them. The following table presents the status of the fund raising initiative last year: 

Submitted proposals Client Duration Status 
Support to organize an event on 
the event of world carfree day 

DTCA (GoB) Event based Done 



Improving Boishakhi Playground UN-Habitat Six months On going 
Smart City Campaign UNDP Event Based Done 
Ensuring safer routes to school RAJUK (GoB) Event Based Done 
 

 

Recommendations 

We will  

 Continue to do advocacy to government to spread car free street initiative in more streets. We are hoping to achieve 

some policies like--better public transport system, measures to control cars such as high parking charge, congestion 

charge, limit the number of registration etc. 

 Continue to do advocacy to RAJUK to ensure safer routes for pedestrian, especially students 

 Work to make Rayerbazar Boishakhi Playground an inclusive one, with collaboration of UNHabitat and HealthBridge. 

 Continue to do advocacy to City Corporations to introduce community based informal public places. 

 Continue to search for potential funders on livable cities issues.    


